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IITs to focus more on faculty & research in 2015  

MUMBAI: The premier Indian Institutes of Technology have a long list of dos for 2015. Here's a quick look at the task list 

chalked out by their directors, deans, alumni heads and education analysts.  

 

IIT Madras: R&D Focus  

 

The focus will be on "growth in PhD students, which will double from 200 to 400 per year in the next four years," says 

director Bhaskar Ramamurthi.  

 

The institute plans to increase its presence in top journals, and related growth in funded research, including industry-

funded R&D. It will revamp most of the course curriculum, moving towards more choice for students, particularly in 

inter-disciplinary areas. It also plans to roll out bilateral exchange programmes for students with top universities from 

across the world, including more joint PhD programmes, adds the director.  

 

IIT Bombay: More start-ups  

 

"There has to be more push given to incubation of ideas. We need to look beyond simple start-ups that many students 

delve in and go for ideas that are sustainable and can be scaled up," adds Ravi Sinha, alumni head for IIT Bombay. A push 

towards hiring more international faculty should also be on the agenda, he says.  

 

IIT Hyderabad: Virtual Classrooms  

 

Amongst the newer lot, IIT Hyderabad wants to look beyond the chalk-and-blackboard style of teaching and use more of 

the newly implemented 'Flip' method.  

 

A flipped classroom is a teaching methodology where videos take place of a real-time classroom. IIT Hyderabad started 

using this methodology in a few classes during the January-April 2014 academic session.  

 

"A lot of focus on research and development in the context of smart cities, off-grid solar and digital fabrication is part of 

the plan," says UB Desai, director. The college also plans to roll out more Massive Open Online Courses and reach a 

larger set of students in the coming year.  

 

IIT-BHU: Live projects  

 

A glimpse of the industry and its problems right from the first few months is the latest in IIT-BHU.  

From 2014, the college has decided that its students from the third semester onwards will work for the term on 

industry-based projects, which till last year was done by students in their eighth semester.  

 

This is part of an initiative called 'Practice-Theory-Practice' that has been implemented this year and will be the focus for 

next year, says GVS Sastry, dean academics.  

 

IIT Kanpur: Increasing Faculty  
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Increasing the faculty base often tops the agenda for India's best engineering colleges. "There is a 40% deficit in teachers 

at IITs today and it does not make sense to start newer ones, if the existing ones do not have sufficient teaching staff," 

says Rohin Kapoor, senior manager, education practice at Deloitte.  

 

The IITs should also provide entrepreneurship as a core subject rather than teach it as an elective. "More corporate tie-

ups and developing the 'right people' with adequate tech and soft skills, so that this pool can fund international demand 

for talent, should be the focus in 2015," adds Kapoor.  

 

IIT Kanpur will focus on increasing its faculty base in 2015. "We will also ramp up the number of PhD students, which in 

turn will lead to more research work and thereby result in a larger number of technology-based innovations," says 

Manindra Agrawal, dean of faculty.  

While Modi dreams of smart cities, IISc pitches for smart 

villages 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/150103/nation-current-affairs/article/while-modi-dreams-smart-cities-iisc-

pitches-smart-villages 

Bengaluru: If Prime Minister Narendra Modi dreams of creating smart cities in the country, researchers of the 

Indian Institute of Science (IISc) have outsmarted  him and gone a step ahead. They are trying to create a 

„Smart Grama‟ or  smart village to bridge the rural- urban divide.   

A survey of eight villages under the Ragi Hosahalli Gram Panchayat, about 20 kms from the city, is currently 

underway  to collect data on their basic amenities like water, health and sanitation, communication and transport 

facilities, scientific advise for farmers and work population as the researchers firmly believe that the only way 

to curb mass migration from rural areas to cities is to make the villages self-sustaining. 

The study has already caught the attention of Union minister, Ananth Kumar, who has reportedly agreed to take 

the project forward if the pilot is successful. 

Dr T.V. Ramachandra, head of IISc‟s Energy and Wetland Research Group, says creating smart villages may 

be  easier than building smart cities. 

“We are looking at the lack of facilities in these villagers and trying to establish a connection between them and 

migration to urban areas, which is not only creating problems for the urban centres but also an imbalance in 

villages where large tracts of land are left uncultivated due to lack of water and the right expertise. 

“Once we are finished with the survey we will try to rope in a few crop experts and arrange a meeting with the 

villagers,” he explained. 

Interestingly, although the village selected for the pilot project is located close to Bengaluru, its lack of facilities 

is driving the youth to the city for work in its malls and markets. 

“Some kind of migration is always necessary, but not for the reasons that are prompting the youth here to hurry 

to Bengaluru,” added the concerned researchers. 

 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/150103/nation-current-affairs/article/while-modi-dreams-smart-cities-iisc-pitches-smart-villages
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/150103/nation-current-affairs/article/while-modi-dreams-smart-cities-iisc-pitches-smart-villages
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Pune Man Leads AICTE Chief Race  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil_nadu/Pune-Man-Leads-AICTE-Chief-

Race/2015/01/03/article2601278.ece 

COIMBATORE: The Director of the College of Engineering in Pune, Anil Dattatraya Sahasrabudhe, seems to 

be the front-runner for the post of Chairman of the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE). 

The incumbent Chairman SS Mantha‟s tenure, who is holding the post since January 5, 2012, comes to an end 

with this week. 

The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) recently invited application from renowned persons in 

the field of technical education for the post of AICTE Chairman for a term of three years. 

“The new Chairman of the AICTE can also be from Maharashtra. As of now, Anil Dattatraya Sahasrabudhe, 

Director of the College of Engineering in Pune is the front- runner for this post,” sources said. 

A Mechanical engineer, Sahasrabudhe has 23 years of teaching experience, in addition to 5 years of research 

and a year of industry experience. He is also a member of the committee headed by Satyanarayan Mohanty, 

Secretary of Higher Education, formed by MHRD to determine land requirement for central higher educational 

institutions. 

NIT-W Introduces Engineering Projects in Community Service  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra_pradesh/NIT-W-Introduces-Engineering-Projects-in-

Community-Service/2015/01/02/article2600288.ece 

WARANGAL: National Institute of Technology- Warangal (NIT-W),  one of the premier technical institutions 

in the country, has introduced “Engineering Projects in Community Service (EPICS)” into the B.Tech 

Curriculum recently. 

NIT-W director, Prof T Srinivasa Rao said, "As part of this,  the student teams from III B.Tech will identify a 

problem faced by  community  around, which requires technological solution, and work towards designing the 

solution to solve the community problem.  These student teams will be interdisciplinary in nature.  EPICS 

initiative at NIT Warangal is being mentored by Prof William Oakes of Purdue University," 

Prof William Oakes has visited NIT-W on Thursday (Jan 1). Purdue University has 23 universities from 

different parts of the world into 'EPICS University Consortium'.  NIT Warangal is the first Institute in the 

country to be recognised into this Consortium. 

Prof William Oakes has presented a plaque to Director of NIT Warangal T Srinivasa Rao  in a function 

organised with Deans, Heads and Faculty Mentors of EPICS project on January 1. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil_nadu/Pune-Man-Leads-AICTE-Chief-Race/2015/01/03/article2601278.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil_nadu/Pune-Man-Leads-AICTE-Chief-Race/2015/01/03/article2601278.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra_pradesh/NIT-W-Introduces-Engineering-Projects-in-Community-Service/2015/01/02/article2600288.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra_pradesh/NIT-W-Introduces-Engineering-Projects-in-Community-Service/2015/01/02/article2600288.ece
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22,000 students register for IIT-Madras Shaastra 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/150103/nation-education/article/22000-students-register-iit-madras-shaastra 

Chennai: With the aim of encouraging entrepreneurship among youth in the country, IIT-Madras has chosen 

entrepreneurship as the theme for this year‟s Shaastra, IITM‟s four-day, annual technical festival, which starts 

Saturday. IIT-M director, Prof Bhaskar Ramamurthi, said on Friday over 15 per cent of students who registered 

for placements at the institute this year had joined start-ups and a few students had opted out of placement to try 

their hand at entrepreneurship. 

“There is transformation in the country; students are looking at out-of-the-box ideas and taking up either 

entrepreneurship or joining a start-up. Realising this, we selected entrepreneurship as this year‟s theme,” he 

said. Pointing out that the IIT-M‟s student body, which organises the event, has added more entrepreneurship-

related workshops in the event, Siddharth Dialani, secretary (co-curricular affairs), IIT-Madras, said the event 

consists of workshops like Android App, which would help a person develop his own application and become 

an entrepreneur. 

“We already have 100 start-ups registered for Shaastra to showcase their company and also motivate students to 

become successful entrepreneurs. We have increased the number of workshops this year to help engineering 

college students take away a lot of things,” he said. Even before the event has kickstarted, the organisers have 

22,000 students registered from various parts of the country whereas it was 7,000 last year. 

“We have a few participants even from countries like Germany, Dubai and Spain. This shows the reach of our 

event,” he said. The prize money has also been increased this year from Rs17 lakh last year to Rs25 lakh this 

year. Shaastra this year has a few big names for their lecture series like Gurtej Sandhu who holds the record for 

the fourth highest number of patents (1,102) in the world in the field of thin film and materials, besides Ela 

Bhatt, founder of Sewa and expert in microfinance for women‟s empowerment. Students also look forward to 

listening to Arogyaswami Paulraj, professor emeritus at Stanford University, and called the father of modern 

wi-fi. 

Subramanian Swamy at MoodI: IIT-B students slam 

organisers for calling politician to festival 

http://www.firstpost.com/india/subramanian-swamy-moodi-iit-b-students-slam-organisers-calling-politician-

festival-2025907.html 

After the controversial statements made by BJP leader Subramanian Swamy at IIT Bombay's annual college 

festival 'Mood Indigo', some students have strongly criticised the oraganisers of the festival for inviting the BJP 

leader to the festival. 

A section of IIT Bombay students has criticised Mood Indigo organisers for calling Subramanian Swamy to the 

festival. PTI 

The Progressive and Democratic Students Collective, a student group at IIT Bombay, condemnded the 

organisers for inviting Swamy, as well as the fact that the Consulate of Israel was a sponsor for one of the 

events, according to this Mumbai Mirror report. 

In his address to the students, Swamy, known for his controversial statements, called former Prime Minister 

Manmohan Singh a circus lion and Congress president Sonia Gandhi a 'vishkanya' (A poisonous woman) 

according to this Firstpost report. 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/150103/nation-education/article/22000-students-register-iit-madras-shaastra
http://www.firstpost.com/india/subramanian-swamy-moodi-iit-b-students-slam-organisers-calling-politician-festival-2025907.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/subramanian-swamy-moodi-iit-b-students-slam-organisers-calling-politician-festival-2025907.html
http://www.mumbaimirror.com/mumbai/others/IIT-B-students-raise-a-stink-over-Swamys-hate-speech/articleshow/45713087.cms
http://www.firstpost.com/topic/person/manmohan-singh-profile-618.html
http://www.firstpost.com/topic/person/sonia-gandhi-profile-2030.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/asked-nolan-got-swamy-instead-iit-bombay-faces-heat-calling-bjp-leader-festival-2024479.html
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Swamy did not stop there. He also claimed that Manmohan Singh was incorrectly given credit for India's 

financial reforms in 1990s, because it was Swamy himself who was responsible for "25 percent" of the reforms. 

Swamy also predicted that Sonia Gandhi would be arrested in two months in the National Herald case. 

The report also said that Swamy had sued the former Deputy Director of IIT Bombay Professor Shevgaonkar 

for about Rs 75 lakh as his "salary dues". He also took a dig at Shevgaonkar, saying that Shevgaonkar had 

thought that the "best intellectual of India is Rahul Gandhi." 

"Yes, politicians should be allowed to college events for free exchange of ideas,” said Rahul Maganti, a student 

of IIT Bombay. "But, it should have at least two divergent views rather than a single member from a political 

party who is notorious for hate speech." 

On the other hand, the organisers of Mood Indigo at IIT Bombay said that students who attended the event were 

free to disagree with Swamy. "The invite should not be seen as an endorsement of a specific political party or 

person's views," said Gunjan Gupta, a third-year student and spokesperson for the organising team 

This is not the first time a politician has been invited to a college festival. Congress leader Shashi Tharoor was 

also invited to Malhar, the college festival of St. Xavier's, Mumbai. 

 

Controversial IIT-I Director Mathur’s term over 

http://freepressjournal.in/controversial-iit-i-director-mathurs-term-over/ 

Indore : Prof Pradeep Mathur‟s term as director of Indian Institute of Technology, Indore is over but he would 

continue in the office for some time. 

His term expired on December 31 but THE Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) has asked him 

to stay on the post till its next order. 

The process for appointment of director is generally begins six month ahead of the completion of director‟s 

term but due to general elections in mid-year and change in guard at the Centre, the process got delayed at IIT 

Indore. 

The MHRD hinted at completing the process soon. Established in 2009, the IIT Indore saw its first director in 

Mathur. He completed his five years of term but it was full of controversies. 

He first came in a controversy when the institute deputy director Prof Khanna quit the post apparently due to 

Mathur. 

Terming the selection of a „scientist‟ for the post of director of engineering institute wrong, Khanna had said, 

“There can‟t be a bigger blunder than that. The result today is that at IIT Indore, the Director is converting 

Institute of Technology into an Institute of Science by neglecting engineering requirements.” 

To supplement his claims, he stated that “the institute has 35 engineering faculties out of 86 and yet, more than 

65 per cent of budget has been spent on Sciences, Bio-sciences and Astrophysics rather than on engineering.” 

A few months after that, Mathur drew flak from local public representatives for not inviting them in 

convocation ceremony in which President Pranab Mukherjee was chief guest. 

http://www.firstpost.com/topic/person/manmohan-singh-profile-618.html
http://www.firstpost.com/topic/person/sonia-gandhi-profile-2030.html
http://www.firstpost.com/election-battleground/politicians/rahul-gandhi-22423-page-1.html
http://freepressjournal.in/controversial-iit-i-director-mathurs-term-over/
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The IIT Indore Director was also pulled up by the MHRD for delaying construction of its own campus in 

Simrol. 

The ground breaking ceremony for starting construction was held just a few months ago. 

IIT Indore media in-charge Nirmala Menon said that the institute had received a letter from the MHRD which 

says that Mathur would continue till its next order. “There is no mention of time period in the letter,” she said. 
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